DISGRACE  ABOUNDING
ally? The Germans will not give up these aerodromes, these guns
and forts if Franco wins.
Such is the picture of your position in the world. And still that
docile majority in Parliament troops into the lobby and says Aye
to everything that is done, still those completely misleading
speeches come from the Government benches, still the great
British public flounders about in a quicksand of misinformation.
Since I wrote last, a year ago, the position has changed so much
to your disadvantage that I hardly see now how it can be saved*
Now look at the picture at home. This is from The Times, under
the heading 'Growing up in Shoreditch — squalor and ill-health —
five in a bed'.
The facts are taken from a report of the Shoreditch Housing
Association. They reveal, says The Times, 'conditions of almost
unbelievable squalor, overcrowding, insanitation, lack of open
spaces, ill-health, and poverty in the East End of London5, and
this total picture, says The Times, is 'disquieting'.
Ah, that disquiet. It keeps you awake at nights..
The report is based on the examination of 400 children. It says
that about 75 per cent of the houses in which they lived are bug-
infested, and many of them are very damp, causing among other
things a high incidence of rheumatism, which affects children as
well as adults. One child in six suffers from one or more of the
following diseases: rheumatism, anaemia, weak heart, bronchitis,
otorrhea, and chorea. During school age these diseases are noted
and treated; after leaving school these Londoners, citizens of the
richest city in the world, 'receive the minimum of medical
attention5. 'Very few children get a holiday away from home,
except perhaps for a week-end trip ... The whole picture is one
of drab monotony/ The report gave ten sample cases. In one,
five children slept in one bed in a back-room, in which cooking,
washing and eating also took place. In another case an entire
family slept in one small room, except.the eldest girl, who used
two chairs in the living room. Mrs. X, one of the samples, was-
Very bitter5. None of her children had what she considered a
decent job though three were working. The eldest boy had a
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